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Dueling Covenants:
Shaping Judaism's Eternal Balance
I. The Structure
A. Moshe’s Final Day
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9 You are standing this day all of you before Hashem, your God: your heads, your
tribes, your elders, and your officers, even all the men of Israel, 10 Your little

ones, your wives, and your stranger who is in the midst of your camp, from the
hewer of your wood unto the drawer of your water; 11 That you should enter into
the covenant of Hashem your God--and into His oath--which Hashem, your God,
makes with you this day; 12 that He may establish you this day to Himself for a
people, and that He may be to you a God, as He spoke unto you, and as He swore
to your fathers, to Abraham, to Yitzchak, and to Yaakov.

B. Sinai
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6 And Moshe took half of the blood, and put it in basins; and half of the blood he
dashed against the altar. 7 And he took the Book of the Covenant, and read in the
hearing of the people; and they said: 'All that Hashem has spoken will we do, and
obey.' 8 And Moshe took the blood, and sprinkled it on the people, and said:
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'‘Behold the blood of the covenant, which Hashem has made with you in
agreement with all these words.'

Il. The Key

Rabbi Joseph Soloveitchik: These covenants reflect two separate sources of
sanctity for the people of Israel

a. Kedushat Avot: The Sanctity of the Patriarchs: Handed down from generation

to generation; applies to entire congregation of K'nesset Yisrael.
b. Kedusha Atzmit: Personal Sanctity: Applies separately to each individual; a

personal covenant enacted between God and each Jew, across s time.
Mirroring critical balance between 112xI1 T'n'
Mirroring critical balance between na2ann AT 127NN UT

lll. Reflections in Our Yearly Experience
A. Yamim Noraim
1. The Rambam
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The Rambam maintains that the Sent Goat is an “atonement for all Israe
concerning all sins enumerated in the Torah-both major and minor-as long as
Teshuva has taken place. If, however, Teshuva has not occurred, the Sent Goat only
atones for minor sins. A major sin is generally defined as a sin that carries the
penalty of death or Karet (full excommunication from the community at the hands
of heaven).

How can anyone suggest that 2"1" could atone for any sin w/o naiwn?

How does n2nwnn 1w work its magic? Why are “major sins” excluded?
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2. The Machzor
NIYW 721 IINAWN 1'AVn1 28W N1 1Y NIRIY71I'MIIAIW? 02101201 3720 'n nnx N2
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Blessed are You, Lord our God, the King Who pardons and forgives our iniquities

and iniquities of His people, the Family of Israel, and removes our sins every single
year, King over all the world, Who sanctifies [the Sabbath], Israel And the Day of
atonement

B. Sukkot
1. The Symbols
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22w TN - N0 IAW! 2XIWI NITRN 72 422 X'+ 2A'NAT,N'AN 2 1N2102 MAIN '
JINN NJI02 AW'7 D'IN]Y 28!

Rabbi Eliezer maintains that, just as one can fulfill the mitzva of Arba Minim only

with one’s own Arba Minim- one can fulfill the mitzva of Sukka only with one’s own
Sukka.
The rabbis, however disagree and maintain that one can fulfill the mitzva of Sukka
with another’s Sukka. From the phrase “every citizen in Israel shall dwell in Sukkot,”
they learn, in fact, that it would be appropriate for all of Israel to dwell in one (large)
Sukka.

C. Pesach
1. Marking the birth of a Nation
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3 Speak unto all the congregation of Israel, saying: In the tenth day of this month
they shall take to them every man a lamb, according to their fathers' houses, a
lamb for a_household

4 and if the household be too little for a lamb, then shall he and his neighbor next
unto his house take one according to the number of the souls; according to every
man's eating you shall make your count for the lamb.

D. Shavuot

1. Communal Experience; Individual Struggle
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11And Hashem spoke unto Moshe face to face, as a man speaks with his fellow;
and he would return to the camp; but his servant Yehoshua, the son of Nun, a lad,
would not depart from within the tent. 12 And Moshe said to Hashem: 'See, You
say to me: Bring this people onward; but You did not inform me whom You will
send with me. And You had said: | shall know you by name and you have also found
favor in My eyes. 13 Now therefore, | pray, if | have indeed found favor in Your eyes
make your ways known to me, that | may know You, to the end that | may indeed
find favor in Your eyes; and consider that this nation is Your people.'

2. In Each Generation, Personal Renewal
L' 19 niny
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In the third month to the Exodus of the Children of Israel from Egypt, on this day,
they arrived at the Wilderness of Sinai.
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E. Sefirat Ha’Omer; Yovel

e ab R ahl]
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And you shall count for yourselves from the day after the Shabbat, from the day on
which you
bring the waved Omer offering: seven complete weeks shall they be

nshabRahl
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And you shall count for yourself seven sabbatical years, seven years, seven times;
and the days of the seven sabbatical years shall be for you 49 years.

F. Choosing Judaism
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The initial steps towards conversion: Communal affiliation-personal responsibility.

IV The Struggle for Balance
The dual responsibility of each generation....
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In what formation did the nation travel in the desert? Rabbi Hama bar Hanina

and Rabbi Hoshea debated: One said-like a beam, and the other said-like a box.
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